
Minutes PALS Meeting 12 November 2019 
 
Venue: Longstone Primary School 
 
Chair: Cheryl Wood 
 
Attendees: Amy Menzies 

Suzanne McGregor 
Angela Pearston 
Danielle Ramsey 
Lee Scoon 
Rachel Bonnar 
Lauren Knight 
Alan Gordon 
Claire Wightman 
Sabine Donnelly 
Nollaig Robertson 
 

Apologies: Carole Clingan 
Fiona Angus 
Martina Proudfoot  

  
1. Review of Last Minutes 

 
Lee has agreed to take over Lucky Numbers from Sabine. All agreed that we need more 
people taking part to make it more profitable. Will advertise on Facebook and Classlist 
and also have a stall at the Christmas Fair to promote. 
 
Children in Need on Friday 15th November will be a comfy cosy day and children can 
dress in whatever clothing makes them feel comfy and cosy. 

 
2. Financial Report 

 
Treasurer not present but no financial change other than Hallowe’en disco (see details 
below). 

 
 
 
 



3. Head Teacher’s Report 
 

A few new members of staff are in the process of being recruited. Interviews have been 
taking place for a P2 teacher to cover Mrs Menzies’ maternity leave, a new PSA(Pupil 
Support Assistant) to replace Ms Wisely and a temporary EYP(Early Years Practitioner) 
for the nursery. 
 
A replacement for Mrs Andrews, who has retired, has been recruited and should be 
starting in the office this week.  
Mrs Westgarth and Mrs Notman are still on medical leave, so the office is still very short 
staffed. 
Angela expressed regret that the communication is not as great as it could be due to the 
admin staffing issues but hopefully will improve with the new member of the admin team 
starting. 

 
An award from the John Watson fund of £750 has been awarded to the school for helping 
families needing financial help for the P7 camp.  
 

4. Hallowe’en Disco Review 
 
The disco went very well and raised an amazing £740. 
Unfortunately there was a complaint from a parent about the DJ so we will not be using 
Stina Sparkles moving forward (this was not a child related issue). 
 

5. Upcoming election 
 
There will be a General Election on Thursday 12th December and subsequently the 
school will be closed to pupils as the school is currently used as a polling place. 
A number of working parents have expressed frustration at having to find childcare at 
short notice and coupled with the time of year, many do not have annual leave available 
to use. 
Angela sympathised but the council make the decision to close the schools so in the short 
term, there is no alternative. 
Across Scotland, some local councils use schools but others do not. It was suggested that 
a letter could be drafted in order to send to the local councillor and the returning officer. 
Initially it was agreed that a poll on the PALS Facebook page would be set up to gauge 
how many parents feel strongly about this. 
Another suggestion was that a Change.org petition could be started. 



Rachel has contacted Connect, who have been gathering information on how parents feel 
about this subject and there may be an opportunity to work with other parent councils on 
this subject. 
  

6. Date for Burns Night 
 
Thursday 23rd January 2020 has been agreed as a provisional date. This will be discussed 
in detail in the future. 

 
7. Christmas Fair 

 
Christmas fair date is Saturday 7th December, 12-2pm. 
A DJ has been booked to play background music from 12pm until 1.30pm, when the 
raffle will take place of which we have several prizes already. This will be on the stage, 
along with various crafts such as face painting, tattoos and gingerbread decorating. 
Unfortunately, the staff Christmas party is on the same day so there will be minimal staff 
help. 
Santa has agreed to visit the school so the grotto will run as last year and tickets will be 
sold on the door with children given a time to go and see him. 
P6 and 7 have been asked to help out and all classes will be making crafts for sale. 
The MOD will be contacted to see if we can borrow tables for the event. 
PALS have also requested that the hall is made available all day on the Friday before as it 
has been difficult in previous years getting the hall ready in an afternoon. Angela agreed 
that they would not hold an assembly that day and the Christmas tree ceremony would be 
held earlier in the week. 
The after school club usually have a stall at the fair but this year it has been agreed that 
they will provide 4 helpers for the fair and in return PALS will make a donation to the 
after school club that will more than compensate for the money they would normally 
raise. 
A parent has requested that they could hold a used toy sale at the fair. This will be to raise 
money for charity and be completely separate to the fair. No toy donations will be 
requested. 
 

8. A.O.B 
 

Alan, who is a committee member of the Longstone Community Council, shared the 
intention of LCC to hold a gala at the school. Both the school and PALS are keen to help 
make this happen. 
A date in May has been mooted and the school would be the preferred venue. 



 
9.  Date and Time of Next Meeting 

 
Next meeting will be held at Longstone Primary at 7pm on Tuesday 10th December 2019 
 

 
 
 


