
Li: to create tension. 



Tension is when a writer creates feelings of nerves, fear, pressure or worry.  

Tension is something used by writers to create suspense which we are going to use today. 



Read this story. Can you think about how the story made you feel? 

Nothing moved. Cogston House was as silent as the grave. Perhaps the only thing worse than hearing her best friend

desperately calling her name was being alone in this endless quiet. Alice’s eyes searched through the darkness, scouring

the corridor which faded into more murky gloom. She could make out the hallway right in front of her, the door

opposite, and beyond it, the enormous winding staircase. As she looked, blinking through the tears which had begun to

stream hopelessly down her face, she was met with a sight at the top of the staircase which all but turned her to stone...

Something was moving.

Alice watched numbly. Her heart was in her mouth and her breath came in sharp, rattling gasps.

Descending the stairs one careful, agonising, creaking step at a time, a hunched silhouette shuffled out from the

darkness...



Now we are going to think about how the writer created tension. In this slide the words coloured 
in blue show some ideas for vocabulary.  

Nothing moved. Cogston House was as silent as the grave. Perhaps the only thing worse than hearing her best friend

desperately calling her name was being alone in this endless quiet. Alice’s eyes searched through the darkness, scouring the

corridor which faded into more murky gloom. She could make out the hallway right in front of her, the door opposite, and

beyond it, the enormous winding staircase. As she looked, blinking through the tears which had begun to stream hopelessly

down her face, she was met with a sight at the top of the staircase which all but turned her to stone...

Something was moving.

Alice watched numbly. Her heart was in her mouth and her breath came in sharp, rattling gasps.

Descending the stairs one careful, agonising, creaking step at a time, a hunched silhouette shuffled out from the darkness...



Nothing moved. Cogston House was as silent as the grave. Perhaps the only thing worse than hearing her best friend

desperately calling her name was being alone in this endless quiet. Alice’s eyes searched through the darkness, scouring the

corridor which faded into more murky gloom. She could make out the hallway right in front of her, the door opposite, and

beyond it, the enormous winding staircase. As she looked, blinking through the tears which had begun to stream hopelessly

down her face, she was met with a sight at the top of the staircase which all but turned her to stone...

Something was moving.

Alice watched numbly. Her heart was in her mouth and her breath came in sharp, rattling gasps.

Descending the stairs one careful, agonising, creaking step at a time, a hunched silhouette shuffled out from the darkness...

On this slide, we can see some different types of shorter sentences have been used to shock the reader. While 
longer sentences have been used to build up that tension to make the reader feel even more nervous.  



Nothing moved. Cogston House was as silent as the grave. Perhaps the only thing worse than hearing her best friend

desperately calling her name was being alone in this endless quiet. Alice’s eyes searched through the darkness, scouring the

corridor which faded into more murky gloom. She could make out the hallway right in front of her, the door opposite, and

beyond it, the enormous winding staircase. As she looked, blinking through the tears which had begun to stream hopelessly

down her face, she was met with a sight at the top of the staircase which all but turned her to stone...

Something was moving.

Alice watched numbly. Her heart was in her mouth and her breath came in sharp, rattling gasps.

Descending the stairs one careful, agonising, creaking step at a time, a hunched silhouette shuffled out from the darkness...

On this slide, I have circled a type of punctuation that also creates tension. We used a lot in class, can you 
remember what it’s called? 



Now we know there are three different things we can use in our story. I would like 
everyone to use at least two different types of ways to create tension. 

Next we need to plan our story and to help with that, I’ve included a picture to help 
inspire our stories. 



Who is it for? 

What is the effect? 

How will you achieve this? 

10 to 11 year olds. 
Boys and girls 
Enjoys spooky 
stories. 

Scared

Nervous

Care about my 
Character 

Tense 

Elipses when I want to the reader to 
feel tense, or to feel like something 
bad is going to happen. 

Short sentences to shock my reader. 

Long 
descriptive 
sentences to 
help build 
tension. 

Scared 

Murky 
gloom 

Endless quiet 

Panicked 

Petrified 

Startled 

Ancient  
Musty Dilapidated  

Frozen in fear 

Monster searching for an unlocked 
door 

Two friends who 
explore an abandoned 
house and get 
separated. 

Broken down 


